[Regression in the ovary of Myxine glutinosa L. (Cyclostomata) II. Electron microscope studies of atretic follicles].
In the atretic follicle of the open involutionary type an opening in the wall of the follicle is formed through which granulosa cells and yolk platelets are emitted. Migrating cells of the theca layer invade the follicular lumen and absorb phagocytotically residues of granulosa cells. On the other hand, atretic follicles of the closed involutionary type show yolk platelets which remain in the follicular lumen and are dissolved there. The granulated residue of the yolk platelets and the residue of the granulosa cells are absorbed phagocytotically by migrating cells. The follicular atresia of both degenerating types can be regarded as a process exclusively devoted to the purpose of resorbing atretic oocytes. No indications for the production of steroid hormones were found.